
 
 

FIRE INVESTIGATION ASSOCIATION OF ALBERTA SPRING SEMINAR 

Day 1 - PROSECUTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 

Day 2 - ECT (Evidence Collection Technician) Practicum 
June 14 & 15, 2018 

Day 1 – Prosecutor’s Perspective            08:30 – 17:00                     June 14, 2018 

 

This presentation will cover three broad topics;  1) The role of an expert in Court, including practical do’s and don’ts, 2) The process of being qualified to 

testify as an expert in Court (known as the “Mohan voir dire”) & 3) The role of a fire investigator in a crime scene. 

 

The course content has previously been presented to ITRAC and CPS and will be updated to include recent case law.  It will be specifically tailored for an 

audience of trained Fire Investigators.  The presentation will include brief reviews of relevant provisions of the Criminal Code of Canada and the Canada Evidence 

Act, summaries of significant Judgements from the Supreme Court of Canada and various Provincial Courts (both trial and appellate levels), open source videos 

(some funny, some serious, all making a specific point), cartoons, etc.  A series of real life scenarios will demonstrate how each of the topics covered relate to 

what an expert can expect. 

 

 

Day 2 – ECT Practicum (limited registration of 10)   08:30 – 17:00     June 15, 2018 

The ECT Practicum is a comprehensive practical examination that consists of a series of 10 “hands-on” practical exercises  designed to test an applicant’s ability 

to correctly collect a variety of evidentiary items that are commonly encountered during the course of a fire investigation. 

Applicants must pass all critical elements and achieve a minimum score on each of the 10 components of the practical testing. 

INCLUDED IN YOUR REGISTRATION FEE 

FIAA will be providing morning coffee and pastries as well as a catered hot lunch for both days. 

Instructor – Mac Vomberg, Crown Prosecutor – Calgary, AB.    Mac Vomberg is a criminal law prosecutor with Alberta Public Prosecution Service since 1997, and 

a lawyer in Calgary since 1984.  As a senior lawyer in the Calgary Rural and Regional Response Office, Mac routinely handles serious and violence offences.  He is 

the CaRRRO contact person for cases involving: Arson, Driving While Impaired by Drug(s), Sentencing of Indigenous Offenders, and Wiretaps.  He is the South 

Alberta Regional contact person in cases involving child abuse, and developing strategies to minimalize delays in prosecuting cases. 

 From December 2001 through to July 2002, Mac was seconded to the 2002 Kananaskis G-8 summit, training approximately 6,500 Canadian and international 

police, military and security officials on Canadian laws pertaining to: powers of arrest, warrantless search and seizure, unlawful assembly, terrorism response, 

and protection of international diplomats. He also was involved in the planning for a wide variety of legal responses to potential incident scenarios. 

Mac also provided training on the role of Expert Witnesses to ITRAC (Integrated Threat and Risk Assessment Centre) and Calgary Police Service in the context of 

Domestic Violence prosecutions, and to CATAP (Canadian Association of Threat Assessment Professionals) in the context of workplace safety. 

 As Mac prefers water over fire, if the weekend weather is good, in the summer he will often be found getting the bottom of his kayak wet… 

ECT REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS: 

Ensure that you have completed the pre-requisites prior to applying for the ECT Practicum.  For more info, go to: 

https://www.firearson.com/Training-Certifications/Evidence-Collection-Technician-IAAIECT.aspx  

Step 1 – Register on line with the FIAA to pay your Admin. fee & reserve your place in the ECT practicum. 

Step 2 – Register on line with the IAAI to pay your vetting/certification fee. 

The IAAI will advise if you meet the requirements to proceed with the practicum 

Course Location: 

Strathcona County Emergency Services Headquarters 

915 Bison Way    Sherwood Park, AB 

ACCOMODATIONS: 

Days Inn & Suites    201 Palisades Way   Sherwood Park, AB 

A block of 30 rooms has been set reserved for course participants.  

Call 780-570-8080 or 877-414-7727 & reference “FIAA” prior to 

May 18, 2018, to confirm your rate of $114.00/night (+ taxes) 

 

Register online TODAY at www.fiaa.ca   Registration Deadline - May 18, 2018 

Prosecutor’s Perspective - member $300 / non-member $400 

ECT Practicum Admin. fee – member $50 / non-member $150 (register online @ www.fiaa.ca to hold your place)  

ECT Practicum – IAAI vetting / certification fee – member $200 USD 

 (register on line with the IAAI @  www.firearson.com to confirm your place) 

https://www.firearson.com/Training-Certifications/Evidence-Collection-Technician-IAAIECT.aspx
http://www.fiaa.ca/
http://www.fiaa.ca/
http://www.firearson.com/

